
I
N THE COSMIC DAWN when the
human physical form was in a very
elementary stage and the angels
worked to make it a more complete
vehicle of expression for the Virgin

Spirits which had left the heavenly Father
and unity, seeking concrete embodiment
and separate existence, they turned the cre-
ative force from the generative organs ruled
by Scorpio into a new center, which became
the larynx and is ruled by the sign opposite
Scorpio, Taurus. Then the purely animal
instinct, which impels every creature to per-
petuate its kind, was partially diverted into
a higher channel; intercourse was not limited
to a union of bodies, but communion of souls
by the spoken word became a possibility.
Thus the first step towards At-one-ment was
taken when both arms of the fixed cross
were energized.

To further bind humanity together, cos-
mic agencies generated the ardent affection
commonly called love, and focused it upon
the heart through the second fixed sign,
Leo, which rules that vital organ. But though
the brutal, animalistic force originally
focused in Scorpio has been elevated and
refined by the rays of Taurus, it is still contaminated
with selfish desire. Nor is this eradicated in the still
higher expression of affection through Leo. We
love our fathers, mothers, husbands, wives, our
children, and our country; we love them even if
they are not all we would wish, simply because
they are our kin and our country. But our hearts do
not beat high for the relatives of other people or for

the people of other countries.
Neither are we satisfied to love our kindred and

unselfishly help them, but we demand a return of
love from those near and dear to us; the closer they
are to our hearts, the more we exact from them. We
do not really seek their happiness, but feel that
because we love them they are in duty bound to
defer to our wishes in every respect, regardless of
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Oil on canvas, 1518, Raphael (1483-1520), Pitti Gallery, Florence

Ezekiel's Vision
Raphael has simplified the vision of the Old Testament seer (Ezekiel 1)
to emphasize that the “four living creatures...had the likeness of a
man,” represented by the four Beings associated with the fixed signs of
the zodiac—Taurus (Bull), Leo (Lion), Scorpio (Eagle), and Aquarius
(Man, here a youth). In Christian esotericism these four Beings are
known as the Recording Angels (Heline); they are also called the Lords of
Destiny. The Creator, Who gives Man His image, is flanked by cherubs.
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their own inclinations. If they refuse to conform, we
may consider it the acme of heartlessness, and feel
abused to the limit of human endurance or beyond.

The generative force focused in Scorpio impris-
ons the human spirit in a body and makes it the
slave of matter from the cradle to the grave.
Taurus, the opposite pole, is the focus of forces
which vitalize the larynx. Through that organ the
imprisoned spirit may voice its hopes and fears, its
love and its longing to be free, free as the viewless
air it resembles in nature.

In Leo the primal passion has a higher potency
and a greater power to further fetter or to free the
spirit, for in Leo this force functions on a loftier
level. Focused through Scorpio it can only bind the
spirit to a body, and as such a vehicle lasts only a
few score years, the binding power of the primal
passion in the physical world is comparatively
insignificant; but when transmuted to ardent affec-
tion in Leo it operates in the spiritual spheres
where neither birth nor death serves to abrogate or
release from its influence. There it binds spirit to
spirit, and the tie may last for many lives. It often
furthers progress, but also often hinders whom it
binds, both here and hereafter. Therefore Christ
said that unless we are ready to leave father and
mother, we cannot be His disciples.

He did not mean that we must leave our relatives
physically or neglect them, but the inordinate Leo
affection which excludes all but our relations from
our love must cease. We must learn to love
unselfishly so that our love may help and not hin-
der those upon whom we bestow it, and that it may
emancipate and not enslave. We must learn to give
our love regardless of whether it is returned or not. 

This superlative emotion comes through the
fourth of the fixed signs, Aquarius. This is the 11th
sign of the zodiac, correlated to the 11th house,
which deals with the department of friends in life,
also hopes and aspirations. What wonder, then,
that Christ designated friendship as the highest
expression of the emotion we usually call love,
when He said: Greater love has no man than that
he lay down his life for his friends.

The old folk stories which tell of the Niebelungen,
or “Children of the Mist,” refer to infant humanity 
during the stage in evolution when we lived in the 
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T
he real functions of Saturn are con-
structive: that is, they include the qual-
ities which constitute sound character,

create success, and put the person on the con-
structive side of Nature through application
and continued effort. These qualities are as fol-
lows:

First, mental: concentration and power of
analysis when working through Mercury.

Second, business: method, system, mechani-
cal abilit y, capacit y for detail, patience, persis-
tence, caution. 

Third, social: justice, faithfulness, tact.
Saturn gives us the building qualities—that is

the qualities by which we can build an edifice to
withstand the storms of evolution. Saturn is
pre-eminently a builder. The other planets bring
success more through inspiration, by which a
person is led to do the successful thing at the
proper time, but Saturn goes to work and
builds success, little by little, patiently, persis-
tently, and carefully. 

However, when a person works for self to the
exclusion of others, Saturn’s constuctiveness
builds a shell around him and puts obstruction
in his way. This results in limitation and sorrow
is the result. As humanit y is still very selfish,
this aspect of Saturn is to be seen on every side.
Under the inf luence of selfishness Saturn con-
tracts and crystallizes the vehicles of the Ego,
which automatically shuts out good. 

The person then encounters opposition from
others because he is demonstrating that he is, at
least subconsciously, an enemy to them. If we
abuse Saturn, we get bad results from him, but
as a matter of fact he is the initiator. He pre-
sents conditions which appear to be tempta-
tions, but when the individual has progressed
to the point where he refuses to be tempted,
then he has developed the power through
which he may be initiated into the higher
realms. 

[Before the discovery of Uranus in 1781,



dense, foggy atmosphere of ancient Atlantis. Ruled
by Jehovah, whose forces were focused through
the Moon and the Moon’s watery sign Cancer,
humanity was guileless and easily swayed by the
angels. They were also obedient to the Lords of
Venus, who fostered their calm and innocent affec-
tions. Thus Luna, the heavenly body which has
greatest influence on the water of our globe, and
the cardinal sign of the watery triplicity, Cancer
(Scorpio and Pisces are the others), cradled our
emotions, and to this day water remains the eso-
teric symbol of the emotional nature.

As we may see ourselves in the silvery surface
of a lake on a calm day, so also the spirit most
readily mirrors itself in the personality when we
are serene and unruffled. In those ancient days
infant man, pure and innocent (but not virtuous),
saw the gods face to face. Later the Lucifer spirits
from Mars, working through the cardinal sign of
the fiery triplicity, Aries (Leo and Sagittarius are
the others), made men headstrong (Aries rules the
head) and rebellious against their rulers, the
angels. They also fostered the sex passion; there-
fore Mars and Scorpio rule the generative organs.
Thus the calm of the emotional nature was funda-
mentally disturbed, and it has by degrees become
as a seething cauldron, astir with strife and strug-
gle. Therefore it can no longer reflect the spirit any
more than a windswept sea can mirror a man or a
ship afloat thereon.

Thus mankind destroyed its spiritual sight and lost
touch with the gods when the turbulent emotions
were generated under the ray of Scorpio. These emo-
tions hid the beyond from us, and until we learn to
subdue and control our passions and cultivate the
peace of God in our breasts, we cannot penetrate the
veil of the hereafter, nor hear “the still small voice”
which speaks in the silence after the winds, the fires,
and other earthly disturbances have ceased.

The way of attainment is symbolically engraved
in the pictorial zodiac. Aquarius appears as a man
in the act of pouring water from an urn. By a slight
motion he may tip the urn a little more or a little
less to regulate the flow; it is perfectly balanced.
Therefore he represents the enlightened soul who
has obtained control of his passions, emotions, and
appetites. They are contained in his urn, hence they

no longer blind, befog or obscure his vision as in
the Atlantean Epoch; hence also Aquarius is not a
watery but an airy sign. Neither is it emotional like
Cancer, but intuitional, for the true Aquarian
knows without reasoning. The human sympathy,
the fellow feeling, the friendship signified by the
11th sign and the 11th house are the true essence of
the Christ Spirit which will eventually abrogate the
primal separateness, accomplish the atonement,
transform the world, and make the new heaven and
the new earth a reality. 

The keyword of Aquarius is therefore altruism,
and this is also the keyword of Uranus, its ruler.
This planet was at home from 1913 to 1920 [and
reentered Aquarius in 1995], and it is significant
that though war and strife have been rampant, the
effort to bring “peace on earth” is gaining in
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Watercolor (1895), J. James Tissot (1836-1902)

The Man Bearing a Pitcher
Christ Jesus instructs His disciples to find and follow a man
bearing a pitcher of water (the symbol of Aquarius) to his
house (of Aquarius) where the Son of Man (Aquarius) shall
eat the passover and give unto his followers the waters of life.



strength with amazing rapidity. Advocates of amity
among nations are hailed as saviors with universal
acclamation. The Sun by precession is also nearing
Aquarius, and will remain there for 2100 years.
Thus all cosmic forces are working for altruism
and a loftier expression of the Christian Religion
—Universal Friendship.

The keyword of the Sun is life. While we are
under the Moon and Cancer, family is first and the
individual last; but the Sun in Aquarius has a ten-
dency to exalt the self somewhat unduly. Therefore
egoism is a fault to be guarded against by those
who have the Sun in Aquarius.

The keyword of the Moon is fecundation. It is
restless, and therefore the Moon in Aquarius or the
11th house causes a restless seeking for truth and
light. People with this position should endeavor to
settle down to sustained effort in the occupation
nearest at hand. Sir Launfal found the Grail at his
castle gate when returning from a life spent in vain
search for it all over the world. Christ is formed

from within; He is not found exteriorly.
As the keyword of Mercury is reason, and altruism

is contrary to ordinary reason, Mercury in Aquarius
is critical and cynical; it sharpens the intellect,
however, and gives a good flow of language.

The keyword of Venus is coalition, and in the
11th sign or the 11th house it causes friends to
flock around us; it makes us loving and lovable.

The keynote of Mars is dynamic energy. It lends
force and provokes action wherever placed. When
in Aquarius or the 11th house it makes us rough
and blunt towards friends; though we may mean
well, we seem invariably to ruffle those we really
like, and much suffering results.

The keywords of Jupiter are benevolence and
idealism. This planet is therefore in particular
agreement with Aquarius and the 11th house.
Happy the soul who has earned a well aspected
Jupiter in either, for he is sure to have a great influ-
ence for good in a wide circle.  p

—Max Heindel
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Astro-Diagnosis—
A Guide to Healing

by Max Heindel and Augusta Foss Heindel

A treatise on medical astrology and the diagnosis
of disease from the natal horoscope.

Astro-diagnosis is the science and art of obtaining scientific
knowledge regarding disease and its causes and the means of
overcoming it as shown by the planets.

Ninth Edition. 446 pages. Indexed. Paper. Order on page 64. Published by The Rosicrucian Fellowship.

l A recognized classic in its field, this volume is essential to students of the stellar science
who are engaged in healing or nursing, whether they are attached to the orthodox med-
ical school or to the nature-cure school.

l Based on thirty years of intensive research, study, and practical experience by the
authors. Special section: How the Rosicrucians Heal the Sick.

l Complete delineations of 94 example horoscopes from the authors’ files.


